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Additional Books & Other Readings: 
(I’m happy to give more specific recommendations or point you toward short articles as well!) 

 

Constitution 

Dahl, R.A. (2003). How Democratic is the American Constitution? 2
nd

 Edition. Yale University Press. [Very 

easy to read & accessible.] 

 

Rakove, J.N. (1996). Original Meanings: Politics & Ideas in the Making of the Constitution. Vintage. [Pulitzer 

Prize winner] 

 

Amar, A. R. (2006). America’s Constitution: A Biography. Random House. 

 

Publius.(1788). The Federalist Papers, [especially No. 10, 39, 45-48, 51, 62, 63] 

 

 

General American Politics 

Robert Dahl. A Preface to Democratic Theory. Chicago 1956. Chs 1, 4. 

 

Schattschneider, E. E. (1960). The Semisovereign People. Ch. 1-2, 4, 8. 

 

Truman (1971). The Governmental Process. Introduction. 

 

Bachrach & Baratz (1962). “Two Faces of Power.” APSR 

 

Lowi (1979). The End of Liberalism ch. 1 

 

March & Olsen (1984). “The New Institutionalism: Organizational Factors in Political Life.” APSR 

 

Pitkin (1967). The Concept of Representation. Ch. 10.  

 

 

American Political Development 

Skowronek, Stephen. 1982. Building a New American State. New York: Cambridge University Press. 3-46, 

165-176. 

 

 

Collective action and political organizations 

Olson, Mancur.  1981.  The Rise and Fall of Nations.  Ch. 2, 3  

 

Wilson, James Q. 1973. Political Organizations. New York: Basic Books. Ch. 3. 

 



Chong, Dennis.  1991.  Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement.  Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press.  Chs. 1, 2, 10. 

 

Hansen (1985). “The Political Economy of Group Membership.” APSR 

 

 

Political Parties and the Party System 

Ranney, Austin.  1962.  The Doctrine of Responsible Party Government. University of Illinois Press.  Ch. 2. 

 

Aldrich, John.  1995.  Why Parties? The Origin and Transformation of Party Politics in America. University of 

Chicago Press.  Chs. 1, 2, 9. 

 

Downs, Anthony.  1957.  An Economic Theory of Democracy.  New York: Harper and Row. Ch. 1-4, 8. 

 

Miller & Schofield (2003). “Activists and Partisan Realignment.” APSR p. 245-260. 

 

Gerber & Jackson (1993). “Endogenous Preferences and the Study of Institutions.” APSR 

 

 

Congress 

Cox, Gary and Mathew McCubbins.  1993.  Legislative Leviathan. Cambridge University Press.  Introduction, 

Chs. 4-5, 9-10. 

 

Fenno, R. (1978). Homestyle ch. 1. 

 

Mayhew, David. Congress: The Electoral Connection. New Haven: Yale. Entire.  

 

Kingdon (2010). Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policy Entire. 

 

Hall, Richard L.  1996.  Participation in Congress. Yale University Press. Chapters 1-4, 6-7, 9 

 

Jacobson (2012). Politics of Congressional Elections Entire 

 

Fiorina (1989). Congress: Keystone of the Washington Establishment Excerpts.  

 

Fiorina (1974) Representatives, Roll Calls, and Constituencies ch. 1, 3, 6 

 

Poole & Rosenthal (1997). Congress: A Political-Economic History of Roll-Call Voting. Pp. 3-26. 

 

Kingdon (1989). Congressmans’ Voting Decisions ch. 1 

 

Arnold, R. Douglas. 1990.  The Logic of Congressional Action.  New Haven: Yale University Press.  Chs. 1-4.  

 

Gary Cox and Mathew McCubbins. 2005. Setting the Agenda: Responsible Party Government in the US House 

of Representatives. Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-3, 8. 

 

 

The Executive 

Charles Cameron. 2000. Veto Bargaining: Presidents and the Politics of Negative Power. Cambridge 

University Press. Ch 1-2, 4. 

 

Kernell (1997). Going Public ch. 1, 2. 



 

Mayhew, David R.  1991.  Divided We Govern: Party Control, Lawmaking, and Investigations, 1946-1990.  

New Haven: Yale University Press. Ch. 1, Excerpts 

 

David Epstein and Sharyn O'Halloran. 1999. Delegating powers: a transaction cost politics approach to policy 

making under separate powers. New York: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-2. 

 

 

The Bureaucracy 

Shipan (2004). “Regulatory Regimes, Agency Actions, and the Conditional Nature of Political Influence.” 

APSR 

 

Moe, T. (1984). “The New Economics of Organization.” AJPS 

 

Carpenter (2001). Forging Bureaucratic Autonomy ch. 1, Conclusion.  

 

McNollgast, "Administrative Instruments as Procedures of Political Control," Journal of Law, Economics and 

Organization 3: 243-77.  

 

Huber, John and Charles Shipan. 2002. Deliberate Discretion? The Institutional Foundations of Bureaucratic 

Autonomy. New York: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1, 4, 8.  

 

 

Courts 

Gerald Rosenberg. 1991. The Hollow Hope: Can Courts Bring About Social Change? Chicago, University of 

Chicago Press. Ch. 1, 12. 

 

Horowitz, Donald.  1977.  The Courts and Social Policy.  Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.  Chs. 1, 

7. 

 

 

Race and Politics 

Dawson, Michael C. 1994. Behind the Mule. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

 

Tate, K. (1993). From Protest to Politics ch. 4-5 

 

Myrdal, G. (1944). An American Dilemma ch. 1-2. 

 

Tate (2004) Black Faces in the Mirror ch. 1, 4-7  

 

Swain (1995). Black Faces, Black Interests. Ch. 1, 9-10. 

 

Donald Kinder and Lynn Sanders. 1996.  Divided by Color.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press. Chs. 2, 4- 

6. (p. 136) 

 

Gilens (2000). Why Americans Hate Welfare ch. 3-5 

 

Sniderman & Carmines (). Reaching Beyond Race ch. 3-4. 

 

 

Participation 

Verba, Schlozman, & Brady (1995). Voice and Equality ch. 1, 9, 12 



 

Rosenstone, Steven and John Mark Hansen. 1993. Mobilization, Participation and Democracy in America. New 

York: Macmillan. Ch. 2, 3, 5-7  

 

Burns, Schlozman, & Verba (2001). Private Roots of Public Action ch. 1, 8, 10 

 

Putnam (2000). Bowling Alone ch. 2, 3, 15.  

 

Aldrich (1993). “Rational Choice and Turnout.” AJPS 

 

McDonald & Popkin (2001). “The Myth of the Vanishing Voter.” APSR 

 

Powell, B. (1986). “American Voter Turnout in Comparative Perspective.” APSR 

 

 

Interest Groups 
Ken Kollman, Outside Lobbying, 1998. Chs. 1, 3, 4. 

 

Hall & Deardorff (2006). “Lobbying as Legislative Subsidy.” APSR  

 

 

Public Opinion 

Converse, Philip E.  1964.  “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics.”  In Apter (ed.), Ideology and 

Discontent.  New York: Free Press. 

 

Campbell, et al (1960). The American Voter ch. 2-4, 6-7, 19  

 

Page, Benjamin and Robert Shapiro.  1992.  The Rational Public. University of Chicago Press.  Chs. 1-2.  

 

Zaller, John.  1992.  The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion. Cambridge. Entire  

 

Marcus, George E., W. Russell Neuman, and Michael MacKuen. 2000. Affective Intelligence and Political 

Judgment. University of Chicago Press. Ch. 1, 4-7  

 

Brader, Ted. (2005). Campaigning for the Hearts and Minds ch. 1, 3-5  

 

Lippman, Walter. 1922. Public Opinion. New York, Harcourt, Brace and company. Ch. 1 

 

Fiorina (2005). Culture War? 

 

Green, Donald, Bradley Palmquist and Eric Shickler. 2002. Partisan Hearts and Minds: Political Parties and 

Social Identities of Voters. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. Ch. 1-2, 4, 7.  

 

Ansolabehere & Iyengar (1995). Going Negative ch. 1-2, 4-5  

 

Lazarsfeld, et al (1944). The People’s Choice ch. 1, 7-11, 16 

 

Morris Fiorina. 1981. Retrospective Voting in American National Elections. ch. 1, 2, 5  

 

Lee, Taeku. 2002. Mobilizing Public Opinion: Black Insurgency and Racial Attitudes in the Civil Rights Era. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Entire. 

 



Mutz (). Impersonal Influence ch. 6-8.  

 

Mutz (). Hearing the Other Side ch. 3-4  

 

Walsh (2002). Talking About Politics ch. 4, 8. 

 


